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members 7. 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 . This document has been translated by computer.So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The auction system using the network which is connected with two or more user 
terminals through a network, is equipped with the interface screen which receives the exhibition 
and the bid from a user through this user terminal, and offers auction service to this user 
characterized by providing the following. The general page to which this interface screen carries 
the information on the exhibit from this user, and receives the bid from this user. The exclusive 
page which carries only the information on the exhibit from a specific user defined by this user, 
and receives only the bid from this specific user. 

[Claim 2] The auction system using the network where the user as whom authentication of being 
the aforementioned specific user determined the aforementioned specific user is characterized 
by being carried out to the aforementioned auction system based on the password registered 
beforehand in a claim 1. 

[Claim 3] The auction system using the network characterized by carrying the information on the 
exhibit which the specific user concerned sent to the aforementioned general page in a claim 1 
or a claim 2 according to the aforementioned specific user s selection. 

[Claim 4] In the auction method using the network which carries out an auction based on a 
user s exhibition information and bid information that it is inputted from two or more user 
terminals connected through the network The auction method using the network characterized 
by showing only the exhibition information from this specific user through this user terminal, and 
demanding the input of this bid information from the specific user set by this user by demand of 
this specific user. 

[Claim 5] The auction method using the network characterized by performing authentication of 
being the aforementioned specific user in a claim 4 based on the password decided by the user 
who set the aforementioned specific user. 

[Claim 6] The auction method using the network characterized by showing the exhibition 
information from the specific user concerned to the general aforementioned user in a claim 4 or 
a claim 5 according to the aforementioned specific user's selection. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] this invention relates to the auction system 
which makes possible the auction between the users who can trust it mutually especially, or 
between the users who make a hobby the same, and its method about the auction system using 
the network. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Online auction service attracts attention with the rapid spread of 
the Internet in recent years as service which supports the on-line dealings between individuals. 
In such auction service, a user can perform easily the bid to an article to purchase in the 
exhibition row of an article to access from user terminals, such as a personal computer 
connected to the Internet, to the auction site where this service is offered, and sell. To an 
auction site, management of the exhibition information from a user and bid information, 
information offer to a user, successful bid processing, etc. are performed, and a successful 
tenderer and an exhibitor are notified of the result of a successful bid by the E-mail etc. 
[0003] Although a user needs to perform registration for becoming a member in an auction site in 
order to receive such auction service, usually, this procedure is easy and a member and a bird 
clapper can do the large majority of the user who wishs since most limits cannot be found. 
Moreover, if a member clears the authentication process in an auction site, anyone can perform 
exhibition and a bid. Therefore, it is also considered that the degree of cognition of such a site is 
increasing, it is in the state where many and unspecified of a variety of users participate to an 
auction, and it is going also across the kind and the quality of an article which are sent variably. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, at the auction in such a situation, there are 
not few users who take the side of a dealings partner, can know only very few information in 
many cases, and have insecurity to the dealings after a successful bid or an exhibit. Moreover, 
time and effort may be taken to find out a desired article out of a huge number of exhibits. 
[0005] Therefore, the needs of wanting to purchase the needs of wanting to offer a bid from the 
user who can do intimacy reliance more, or the user who makes a hobby the same again, from 
the user a tenderer can do intimacy reliance more, or the user who makes a hobby the same 
exist in the exhibitor. However, such needs were not filled with the service in an old auction site. 
[0006] Then, the purpose of this invention is offering the auction system using the network 
which can be equipped with the function an auction's being performed among the users who can 
trust it mutually if needed, or among the users who make a hobby the same, and can raise a 
user's sense of security and convenience, and its method in the auction system which offers 
auction service to a user widely through a network. 
[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, one side of 
invention is preparing the page of the exclusive use which carries only the exhibition information 
from the group member chosen by the user, and receives only the bid from a groups-involved 
member in the interface screen which receives the exhibition and the bid from a user through 
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the user terminal connected to the network. Therefore, according to this invention, it becomes 
possible to perform the auction within the group which consists of a user who makes the same a 
mutually reliable user or a mutually reliable hobby if needed, and is effective in the ability to raise 
a user's sense of security and convenience. 

[0008] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, another side of this invention Connect 
with two or more user terminals through a network, and it has the interface screen which 
receives the exhibition and the bid from a user through a user terminal. In the auction system 
using the network which offers auction service to a user The general page to which the 
aforementioned interface screen carries the information on the exhibit from the aforementioned 
user, and receives the bid from the aforementioned user, Only the information on the exhibit 
from a specific user defined by the aforementioned user is carried, and it is characterized by 
having the exclusive page which receives only the bid from the aforementioned specific user. 
[0009] Furthermore, in the above-mentioned invention, the desirable mode is characterized by 
performing the user as whom authentication of being the aforementioned specific user 
determined the aforementioned specific user to the aforementioned auction system based on the 
password registered beforehand. 

[0010] Furthermore, in the above-mentioned invention, another mode is characterized by 
carrying the information on the exhibit which the specific user concerned sent to the 
aforementioned general page according to the aforementioned specific user's selection. 
[0011] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, still more nearly another side of this 
invention In the auction method using the network which carries out an auction based on a 
users exhibition information and bid information that it is inputted from two or more user 
terminals connected through the network It is characterized by showing only the exhibition 
information from the aforementioned specific user through the aforementioned user terminal, and 
demanding the input of the aforementioned bid information from the specific user set by the user 
by demand of the aforementioned specific user. 

[0012] Furthermore, in the above-mentioned invention, the desirable mode is characterized by 
performing authentication of being the aforementioned specific user based on the password 
decided by the user who set the aforementioned specific user. 

[0013] Furthermore, in the above-mentioned invention, another mode is characterized by 

showing the exhibition information from the specific user concerned to the general 

aforementioned user according to the aforementioned specific user's selection. 

[0014] The further purpose and the further feature of this invention become clear from the 

gestalt of implementation of invention explained below. 

[0015] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] Hereafter, with reference to a drawing, the example of a gestalt 
of operation of this invention is explained. However, the example of a gestalt of this operation 
does not limit the technical range of this invention. In addition, in drawing, a reference number or 
a reference designator identically same to a like is attached and explained. 
[0016] Drawing 1 is a block diagram for explaining the example of a gestalt of operation of the 
auction system which applied this invention. The auction system 1 in drawing is an auction 
system concerning this invention which offers auction service to a user widely through the 
Internet 3. The auction system 1 is preparing the interface screen for offering auction service for 
the site pinpointed by URL (Uniform Resource Locator) which is the address on WWW (World 
Wide Web). Usually, this screen is described in HTML (Hyper Text Mark-up Language) form, and 
can be perused from each terminal connected to the Internet 3. 

[0017] The users (general user 5 in drawing etc.) using this service access from the user 
terminal 4 connected to the Internet 3 to the site which offers the above-mentioned auction 
service. Connection with the Internet 3 from a user terminal 4 is made in dial-up form through 
the telephone line through the inside LAN of a company etc. Moreover, the connection program 
to the Internet 3 and the browser for perusing each site on WWW are installed in the user 
terminal 4. 

[0018] the auction main page which the above-mentioned interface screen offered by the 
auction system 1 consists of two or more hierarchized pages like the interface screen on other 
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WWW, and is the top page — anyone — although — it is accessible Then, when using auction 
functions, such as exhibition and a bid, it is necessary to register a user s name, the address, an 
e-mail address, etc., and to become a member. 

[0019] The auction system 1 is constituted by the auction DB10 which is the database which 
stored various kinds of data, the program module group (the general auction module group 20, 
group auction module group 30) which performs various processings of auction service, Web 
server 2, etc. as shown in drawing 1 . The auction DB10 saves various data required for auction 
services, such as an exhibit (exhibit data table 1 1), bid information, and user (member) 
information. 

[0020] The general auction module group 20 is a program module group which manages the usual 
auction service which this auction system 1 offers. With the usual auction service, in order that 
there may almost be no limit in the case of exhibition and a bid, as for the user who became a 
member, the open auction which all the members could participate in the auction and was wide 
opened by many users will be carried out mostly. In addition, the thing of the user who receives 
this usual auction service is called general user 5 for convenience here. 
[0021] In case a general user 5 sends using this auction service, predetermined operation is 
performed from the above-mentioned auction main page, and the information about an exhibit 
(item) is inputted. The inputted information is registered into the exhibit data table 11 in an 
auction DB10 by the general exhibition module 21. By the general page display module 22, the 
information on the registered exhibition item is searched suitably, and is displayed on an auction 
main page as an exhibit list. 

[0022] In case a general user 5 offers a bid, the input of the amount of money etc. is performed 
to a desired item out of the exhibit list by which an indication was given [ above-mentioned ]. 
The general bid module 23 performs connection to a tenderer etc. if needed [ a display or if 
needed ] for a bid situation based on the inputted bid information. When the conditions by the 
auction methods set up beforehand, such as a bid term, are ready, a bid is ended, and a 
successful tenderer is determined by the general successful bid module 24. And while that is 
connected to a successful tenderer and an exhibitor, it is reflected to the display screen. 
[0023] On the other hand, the group auction module group 30 is a program module group which 
manages the group auction function which is the feature of this auction system. A group auction 
function is a function in which an auction can be performed among the specific members set by 
the user who is the member of this auction service unlike the case of the usual auction service 
mentioned above. It is used when saying that he wants to hold an auction only with the member 
of the case where it is said that this function wants to perform an auction for example, among 
acquaintances, the club which makes a hobby the same, or a circle. 

[0024] In order to use this group auction function, it is necessary to register to an auction 
system 1 about the group first constituted by the member who is going to use a groups-involved 
auction function. The group manager 6 who shows drawing 1 means one user of this auction 
service who performs registration of this group, and management of groups involved, and the 
group member 7 means the user who can use the group auction function by the groups involved 
chosen by the group manager 6. 

[0025] As shown in drawing 1 , the group auction module group 30 is constituted by two or more 
program modules (31-35) like the general auction module group 20, and the auction DB10 has 
the group data table 1 2 which stores the information on the above-mentioned group. Moreover, 
the group auction page for using a group auction function is prepared for the interface screen to 
a user, and the above-mentioned group member 7 performs exhibition into a group, a bid, etc. 
from this page. In addition, although the general auction module group 20 and the group auction 
module group 30 are made into the separate program module group as shown in drawing 1 here, 
it is also possible to realize the program modules (for example, the general exhibition module 21, 
the group exhibition module 31, etc.) which manage the same function in it as one program 
module. In this case, each module distinguishes each case of the usual auction and a group 
auction, and operates. 

[0026] Hereafter, the detail of this group auction function is explained. In order to use a group 
auction function into a new group as above-mentioned, it is necessary to register to an auction 
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system 1 about the group first. Drawin g 2 is drawing for explaining the procedure at the time of 
registering a group. Moreover, drawing 3 is a flow chart which shows the flow of operation. 
[0027] First, the user (group manager 6 of drawin g 2 ) who is going to create a new group 
demands that by predetermined operation from an auction main page (Step S1 of drawin g 3 ). An 
auction system 1 displays a group creation page as shown in a of drawing 2 according to the 
demand on the screen of a user terminal 4 (Step S2 of drawing 3 ). The aforementioned user 
inputs a group name, group ID, a group password, and a group management password from the 
page, is the check screen to which it is answered from an auction system 1 side, and reconfirms 
about those input data (Steps S3-S5 of drawin g 3 ). 

[0028] Here, group ID is the identifier of the group which it is going to register, and a group 
password is an authentication password for participating to the auction in groups involved. 
Moreover, a group management password is a password for managing groups involved. 
[0029] If the content of an input is checked, the group management module 33 of an auction 
system 1 will create a new group (for example, the group X of drawing 2 ) based on these input 
data, and will register the information on the new group to the group data table 1 2 (Step S6 of 
drawing 3 ). The registered content is displayed on the screen of the user concerned (Step S7 of 
drawing 3 ). 

[0030] A new group is created by the above process and the group auction only by the user who 
knows the group ID and the group password which were registered of it becomes possible 
according to it. Moreover, the aforementioned user who created the new group concerned 
becomes the group manager 6, and the authority to manage groups involved is given henceforth. 
[0031] b of drawing 2 shows an example of the data registered to the group data table 12. The 
user ID of the user who created the groups involved other than the data inputted by the user is 
registered into the group data table 1 2 as a group manager ID (Group mng id) as shown in 
drawing. In addition, user ID is given to all the members of this auction service, and is inputted in 
the stage before a group creation page is displayed. 

[0032] Thus, after registration of a new group is completed, the user who became the group 
manager 6 determines the user who can participate in the group auction in groups involved, and 
the group ID and the group password by which registration was carried out [ above-mentioned ] 
are notified to the user (Step S8 of drawing 3 ). Usually, although this notice is performed by the 
E-mail, you may perform it by other methods, such as a telephone. Consequently, the user who 
received the notice becomes the group member 7 of groups involved, and becomes possible 
[ using the group auction function in groups involved ]. It will be the requisite that the user who 
becomes the group member 7 with a natural thing is the member of this auction service. 
[0033] The step of determination of this group member 7 is the action left to the group manager 
6 as above-mentioned, and this auction system 1 does not involve. Therefore, in this stage, an 
auction system 1 does not recognize the group member 7 of the created new group, but the 
group member ID (Group members id) by whom the group member's 7 user ID is registered is in 
the state of "null" also in the registration data illustrated to b of drawing 2 . Although this group 
member ID is registered into the group data table 1 2 at the time of login by the group member 7 
who explains below, the decision of into whom it or subsequent ones makes a group member is 
made on the group manager's 6 responsibility. 

[0034] Next, in order that the group member 7 notified of group ID may use a group auction 
function, operation at the time of logging in to a group auction page is explained. Drawin g 4 
shows the explanatory drawing and drawing 5 shows the flow chart. Moreover, the group is 
explained [ ****** ] here, when it logs in for the first time. 

[0035] First, the group member 7 demands login to a group auction page by predetermined 
operation from an auction main page (Step S1 of drawing 5 ). It is answered, a group auction login 
page is displayed from an auction system 1 side (Step S2 of drawing 5 ), and the group member 7 
inputs group ID, user ID, and a user password on the screen (Step S3 of drawing 5 ). To the 
input, the input of a group password is further required from an auction system 1 side (step S4 
of drawin g 5 ), and the group member 7 inputs the group password notified by the group manager 
6 (Step S5 of drawing 5 ). 

[0036] If the input of a group password is received, the group page display module 32 of an 
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auction system 1 will be accessed to the group data table 12, and it will check whether it is 
correct in the inputted group ID and a group password. And if correct, the groups-involved 
members 7 user ID will be registered into the data of the group (for example, the group X of 
drawin g 4 ) which wishes login registered into the group data table 1 2 (Step S6 of drawin g 5 ). In 
the example shown in drawing 4 , the groups-involved member's 7 user ID is added by the group 
member ID of registration data b' of Group X (Group members id). 

[0037] ** [ an end of the above-mentioned registration / display / a group auction page / the 
group page display module 32 / on the groups-involved member 7 ] (Step S7 of drawing 5 ) Login 
to the group member's 7 group auction page is completed by this, and henceforth, exhibition and 
a bid can be performed from this page and it becomes possible to participate in the group 
auction only within the group which logged in (Step S8 of drawing 5 ). 

[0038] In addition, at the time of login 2nd after the same group by the same group member 7, 
since the groups-involved member's 7 user ID is registered into the group data table 1 2 as 
above-mentioned, it is not necessary to input a group password again. Specifically in the flow 
shown in drawing 5 , step S4-S6 are omitted. 

[0039] Next, the group member 7 who logged in to the group auction page explains operation at 
the time of sending. Drawing 6 shows the explanatory drawing and drawing 7 shows the flow 
chart. First, the group member 7 demands exhibition by operation of pushing an exhibition button 
in a group auction page (Step S1 of drawing 7 X Next, if the input of user ID and a user password 
is required from an auction system 1 side (Step S2 of drawin g 7 ) and it inputs according to it 
(Step S3 of drawing 7 ), the screen for exhibition will be displayed (step S4 of drawing 7 ). 
[0040] The group member 7 inputs required information, such as an item title (name of an 
exhibit), goods explanation, and an auction start price, about the article which is going to send on 
the screen (Step S5 of drawing 7 ). moreover, opening an exhibit only to the group member 7 of 
groups involved here — or it can choose whether it opens also to the other general user 5 In the 
case of the former, "closing" is chosen, and, in the case of the latter, "opening" is chosen as 
specifically illustrated by a of drawin g 6 . When "closing" is chosen, an exhibit is listed by only 
the group auction page, and it is listed by the auction main page when "opening" is chosen. 
[0041] In addition, in the screen for exhibition, you may be made to perform the input of the user 
ID and the user password which were mentioned above together with the information on an 
exhibit. In this case, in the flow shown in drawing 7 , Steps S2 and S3 are skipped. 
[0042] The information on the inputted exhibit is registered by the group exhibition module 31 of 
an auction system 1 to the exhibit data table 1 1 (Step S6 of drawing 7 ). Under the present 
circumstances, unlike the case of exhibition usual [ from an auction main page ], the above- 
mentioned "closing" or "open" information, and the information on the sent group are added to 
the data of the exhibit registered as illustrated by b of drawing 6 . 

[0043] Drawing 8 is drawing in which the exhibit sent from the group auction page showed signs 
that it was shown as an exhibit list, to the group member 7 and general user 5 of groups involved. 
The usual exhibition item (a of drawing 8 ) sent from the auction main page and the item (b1 of 
drawing 8 ) as which the above-mentioned "opening" is chosen among the items sent from the 
group auction page are put on the exhibit list of auction main pages displayed to a general user 5 
for the usual auction by the general page display module 22 as shown in drawing 8 . 
[0044] On the other hand, only the item (b1 and b2 of drawin g 8 ) sent out of the group is listed 
with the group page display module 32 by the group auction page displayed to the group member 
7 of the group (for example, the group X of drawing 8 ) for a group auction. 
[0045] Therefore, the group member 7 can offer a bid easily, without being able to peruse only 
the item sent out of the group on a group auction page and troubling to the information on other 
exhibition items participating in the auction within a group. 

[0046] On the other hand, for the exhibitor from a group auction page, by choosing the above 
"closing" at the time of exhibition as above-mentioned, the bid from a general user 5 can be 
intercepted and a bid can be received only from the group member 7 of the same group. 
Moreover, if there is need, by choosing "opening", as above-mentioned, it is listed by the auction 
main page and **** can collect [ receiving the bid from a general user 5 ] many bids from the 
group member 7 by printing to a group auction page in that case. 
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[0047] Drawing 9 is drawing for explaining the group management which the group manager 6 
performs. As above-mentioned, when a group is registered newly, the authority to manage the 
group is granted to the group manager 6. Each operation for group management is performed 
using the group management page (a of drawin g 9 ) which can log in in inputting the group 
management password which only the group manager 6 knows. Functions, such as a display of a 
group member list, change of a group password, and withdrawal-from-the-membership 
processing of a group member, are prepared for the group management page, and the group 
managers 6 operation result is reflected in the group data table 12 by the group management 
module 33. 

[0048] As mentioned above, by using the auction system which starts the example of a gestalt of 
this operation as explained, only the exhibit out of the group is carried on group auction page 
only with the accessible group member 7 belonging to the same group, a tenderer can purchase 
goods from the group member 7 of the same group, and, on the other hand, an exhibitor can 
receive many bids from the group member 7 of the same group, or bids from the group member 7 
of the same group. 

[0049] Therefore, an exhibit becomes possible [ performing the auction between the users who 
can trust it mutually, or between the users who make a hobby the same if needed in addition to 
the usual auction opened to all the general users 5 ], and a user's sense of security and 
convenience of a user at the time of using auction service improve. 
[0050] The protection range of this invention is not limited to the gestalt of the above- 
mentioned operation, but attains to invention indicated by the claim and its equal object. 
[0051] 

[Effect of the Invention] As mentioned above, according to this invention, only the exhibition 
information from a group member that exhibition information was chosen by the user in addition 
to the usual auction page opened to all users is carried, and the page of the exclusive use which 
receives only the bid from a groups-involved member is offered. Therefore, a user becomes 
possible [ performing the auction within the group which consists of a user who makes the same 
a mutually reliable user or a mutually reliable hobby if needed ], and is effective in the ability to 
raise a user's sense of security and convenience. 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

LThis document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[ Drawing 1] It is a block diagram for explaining the example of a gestalt of operation of the 
auction system which applied this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is drawing for explaining the procedure at the time of registering a group. 
[Drawing 3] It is a flow chart at the time of registering a group. 

[Drawing 4] It is drawing for explaining operation at the time of logging in to a group auction page. 

[Drawing 5] It is a flow chart at the time of logging in to a group auction page. 

[Drawing 6] It is drawing for explaining operation at the time of sending from a group auction 

page. 

[Drawin g 7] It is a flow chart at the time of sending from a group auction page. 

[Drawing 8] The exhibit sent from the group auction page is drawing having shown signs that it 

was shown as an exhibit list. 

[Drawing 9] It is drawing for explaining the group management which the group manager 6 
performs. 

[Description of Notations] 

1 Auction System 

2 Web Server 

3 Internet 

4 User Terminal 

5 General User 

6 Group Manager 

7 Group Member 

10 Auction DB 

1 1 Exhibit Data Table 

1 2 Group Data Table 

20 General Auction Module Group 

21 General Exhibition Module 

22 General Page Display Module 

23 General Bid Module 

24 General Successful Bid Module 

30 Group Auction Module Group 

31 Group Exhibition Module 

32 Group Page Display Module 

33 Group Management Module 

34 Group Bid Module 

35 Group Successful Bid Module 
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